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BLANK SLIDE


Your Excellency the Director-General of IRCICA


Distinguished fellow panelists


Honoured Guests


Ladies and Gentlemen





It is a great honour and a privilege to share in this time with you this-afternoon. 





We come together today, from different faiths, because we are all committed to Peaceful Coexistence in our Multicultural Societies. Yet globally, we are living in period when certain extreme ideologies threaten that peaceful coexistence and we are in danger of dividing ourselves, in particular over religion. 





So first, let me congratulate the Devawongse Varopakarn Institute of Foreign Affairs and the Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture for organising this important symposium. As we dialogue together - may we find common ground through which to promote understanding and harmony, so that every member of our society is honoured and valued no matter what their ethnicity, colour of skin or faith.





This session is about the role of the youth. Young people are idealistic. They are at an age when they are most receptive and open to new ideas. 





SLIDE RE. PHILOSOPHY


Ideas begin at the level of philosophy but are then communicated down to society through the arts, the media and education, until they become integrated into society at the grassroots level.





These philosophies or ideas may be good or bad and will therefore influence our society in either a good or bad way. Today, in some societies more than others, there is an understandable fear that especially our young people will be radicalised by extreme ideas - especially religious ones.





One way to combat this is to clamp down and control all education and religious activity. For instance in the United Kingdom, apart from secularisation of the schools, the Government is considering introducing a control over any teaching of children outside the school setting that lasts for more than 6-8 hours a week. A government agency would be authorised to inspect the teaching given to children outside the education system, including churches, charities, home schooling and children’s clubs/activities. If enforced, this could have a dramatic impact on the freedom of religious expression and liberty in the UK.





A more positive way is for us to introduce “ideas” that will influence for good. All our religions seek to teach people to do good. 


SLIDE “Overcome evil with Good”


The Bible specifically teaches to “overcome evil with good”. Let us fill our youth with GOOD ideas, let us motivate them to be idealistic for constructive action rather than destructive. Let us mould them with a world-view that builds up and strengthens society rather than fragments it.





BLANK SLIDE


Despite our differences, common ideas, projects or goals can help us to not only co-exist, but actively participate together, thereby promoting peace and understanding. For example, for over a century, The Olympic Games “ideal” has been a platform for every country in the world to come together in harmony, albeit competitively, under the umbrella of excellence in sports. Another example is the International Space Station. Just two months ago, Bangkok was host to the excellent “One Young World” annual Summit. I was struck by one presentation which talked about the International Space Station. At the height of the Cold War, despite their differences, Russia and America were able to collaborate in working together in the Space Station project such that over several decades, even up to the present day, this project has served to advance science and space exploration. 





I don’t think we can propose to send all our youth into outer space…though sometimes that may seem like a good idea! But there are two areas in particular, which I propose we should promote to our youth, where we can find common ground, and which will serve to enhance harmony and strengthen society, despite our religious and cultural differences. 





SLIDE RE. STEWARDSHIP


The first is STEWARDSHIP. The stewardship of the earth and its resources.





In December in Paris, our governments reached an historic and landmark agreement concerning reduction of global climate change. 





Stewardship and concern for the environment is a common cause, or “idea”, where people of different cultural backgrounds and religion can work together in harmony.





Christians anticipate a good future for the earth and the environment. The Biblical perspective is that God created the earth good and appointed man to be it’s carer. Because of sin, however, man has failed in this creation mandate and has, for the most part, used the creation for his own greed rather than cared for it. Christ’s salvation, however, includes all the created order and we look forward not to future destruction of the world as we know it but to a renewing as heaven and earth are finally joined as one. And so we actively teach our young people to respect and care for all creation with the hope that finally it will be restored. This is not a “Star Wars” kind of optimism of good versus evil, but is rooted firmly in belief in a good, all powerful Creator, who will have the final word over evil.





All the major religions are concerned for living in harmony and for caring for our environment and although our philosophical frameworks may be different, we have here an important common ground to work together, being good Stewards of the earth and its resources.





This common ground of “stewardship”, has been recognised by organisations such as “The Alliance of Religions and Conservation”, a secular body, founded in 1995 by HRH Prince Philip. It helps 11 of the major religions of the world to develop environmental programmes, based on their own core teachings, beliefs and practices. They help the religions to link together with key environmental organisations – creating powerful alliances between faith communities and conservation groups. On the front page of their web-site, they pose the question: Who were the first environmental campaigners? Answer: The world’s religions.  Why? Because in all their sacred books, and through their traditional practices they show care and compassion for the natural world. Their programmes include sustainable farming, protection of forests, sanitation, reduction of air pollution, wildlife protection and other ecological protection projects. 





“Overcome evil with good”. May our youth become “idealistic” in their care and stewardship of the planet.  May they become a conscience to our governments in time to come - to hold them accountable, in a respectful way, to the global commitments they have made. Let us - of different faiths - find ways and projects in our local contexts - whereby our youth can be involved together practically in being stewards. Let us help them develop their convictions so that when they become owners of businesses and factories, they will run their businesses in ways that help the environment, not destroy it. It’s while they are young that we can shape and mould them. The youth of today become the elders of tomorrow. 





SLIDE RE. SERVICE


The Second area which I propose will help to promote unity and harmony is SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY. 





Coming from the Christian community perspective, Jesus taught 





SLIDE “Love your neighbour”


“Love your neighbour as yourself”. And he interpreted our “neighbour” as not just those in our own cultural and religious community but all of society, no matter what their cultural or religious background.





The moral and ethical standards that stem from our religious beliefs are key to instilling the right values in our young people, which will affect the way they behave in society. We need to develop a “servant” mindset in our young people, where they are not primarily self-seeking but self-giving. This goes against the grain of the popular culture of twitter, facebook, selfies and the like where it’s “all about me”. Out religious beliefs need to cut through all that with “ideology” for service to others rather than self. 





The youth of today become the elders of tomorrow. As we educate a future generation of leaders for our communities - our religious values should help them understand that good leadership is “servant leadership”, not for one’s own status or benefit but for the benefit of the whole. Our religious beliefs equip us to do this. For instance in my own seminary, I teach a course on leadership and we study in depth how Jesus modelled servant leadership and how he taught His disciples: 





SLIDE (text)


"The leaders of the world around you lord it over them, but you are not to be like that. Instead, the one who rules should be like the one who serves. I am among you as one who serves.” 





SLIDE (text with underlines)


And I always draw the attention of the students to the difference between lording it over and being among as one who serves.





But apart from teaching, the best way for us to instil a service mind in our youth is through practical projects together. The Christian community I am involved with here in Thailand, under the Department of Religious Affairs, has many projects for the youth, especially relating to service to the community. 





National disasters have provided excellent opportunities for our youth to work together. 


SLIDES re. TSUNAMI (x ?)


For instance, during the Tsunami of 2004… many of our young people were transported down to the Pang Na region to help in the relief effort. Our own seminary stopped all its teaching and went down en masse for several weeks and some stayed on there for several more months to help in the rehabilitation work.





Similarly, during the floods of 2011… 


SLIDES re. FLOODS (x ?)


all our churches were mobilised, along with our youth, to go into flood stricken areas. Our seminary, again, closed its classrooms for that period and all the faculty and students went out in teams to serve the community in the relief efforts. The team I worked with assisted the King Mongkut Univeristy of Technology in Thonburi in their relief centre - and so our young people worked in harmony alongside students of other faiths serving the community.





Apart from responding to national disasters, one important initiative of our Thai Christian community is the iServe “movement”. 





SLIDES re. iSERVE (x ?)


We recognise that the method of working with young people has changed. So we have recruited young leaders and well known public figures in music and the arts who are Christian and who can communicate well with the youth utilising social media. We have now over 20,000 young people in 70 provinces mobilised in projects relating to IT, Media, Performing Arts, Music, Sport and Community Service. We give them a platform to exercise and develop their talents for the good of the community.





SLIDE re. Do good for Father


A recent project just a month ago was “Do good for Father” on the 5th December in commemoration of the King of Thailand’s birthday. 





BLANK SLIDE


Loving our neighbour is learning to care and understand for all in our communities. Some young people end up becoming radicals because they feel marginalised or misunderstood. They view themselves as victims of a society that doesn’t care or understand. We should do whatever we can to reduce the “us” versus “them” mentality, creating a culture of tolerance that will break down racial, class, religious and territorial divides.





An example of what is already being done to help in this is an initiative of the Ministry of Interior, along with the Southern Border Province Administration Center. 





SLIDE re. Southern Border Inter-faith camp (x ?)


Each year they hold a 2 day inter-faith camp in the Southern border provinces where there is particularly the possibility of tension between the religions. Several hundred young people from the 3 major religions in the area - Buddhist, Christian, and Muslim, are brought together to learn from each other and to promote mutual understanding. But it’s not just in the south… 





SLIDE re. Joint Youth Camp (x ? )


every year the Department of Religious Affairs holds a Youth camp for leaders from each of the major religions, again to promote tolerance and understanding.





SLIDE (Overcome etc.)


So in conclusion, let us “Overcome evil with good”. Let us fill our young people with good “ideas”. I have highlighted two platforms where we have common ground and our youth can work together with respect and harmony: Stewardship of the Environment, where God's created environment is to be cared for, not abused or ignored and Service to the Community, which in direct contrast to the “all about me” mindset, develops self giving in ways that I have described today.





Thank you.
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